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Sublidy and 
HE Common infuſed and received OPINI O N, concerning the Subſidy and Alnage on 
Woollen Cloathes, is, That theſe Duties were given for the Performance of an Office of 'Search- 


ing and Meaſuring Cloathes, and that Office being ceaſed , by reaſon of the Alteration of 
the Drapery , conſequently, the Ancient Sub/idy on Woollen Cloathes, as Well as the 4ul- 


navers Fee ought to ceaſe allo. - | 
Therefore, for the Clearing this Groundleſs Opinion, It is humbly Offered, | 


IT. That the Aulnager was an Officer long before the Subfidy on Woollen Cloathes was Granted. 
EX, IT. That the Viewing, Meaſuring, and Searching - of Cloathes, as to their Lengths and Goodneſs, is not now in- 
5 Cumbent on the Aulnager, nor hath been ſince the 5th. and 6th. Edward 6. And yet the Aulnagers Fee 


In Relation to the Antient Duties of 


% 


Aulnage on Woollen ManufaQtures: 


reſerved. | 


Se "PX ; Eg | | : LEES F5 
SSR” 10, The the Subſidy of Four Pence on a Broad Choath , and ſo proportionable on all Woollen Manufaftures,' 


was not Granted in Conſideration of any Duty to be done, in Meaſuring or Searching of Cloathes. 


F irft, The Aulnager was. an Ancient Officer of the Crown, when there was little or no ManufaQture in 
England, as appears by the Records; and his Office was to Meaſure the Lengths and Breadths of Cloathes, im- 


' ported from beyond Sea, indifferently between the Merchant and Buyer, according to the Afſize of Cloathes, 
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Eſtabliſhed by ſeveral Statutes, long before the Subſidy was Granted, as appears by Magna (harta, and other 
Statutes; and 27 Edw. 3. the Aulnagers Fee is aſcertained to an Half Penny on a whole Cloath, and a Farthing on 
half a Cloath, and is a diſtin Duty from the Subſrdy. | o = 
Secondly, Tis admitted, That the Fee of an half Penny on a whole Cloath, and one Farthing on a-half Cloath, 
Granted by the Statute, 27 ZEdw. 3. Cap. 4. to the Aulnager, was in reſpe&t to his Duty of Searching and Meaſu- 
ring Cloathes, until 5 & 6 EJw, 6. and then the Duty of Mealuring and Searching Cloathes, as to Goodneſs, 


'was Put into Searchers, to be appointed by the Chief Magiſtrates of Cities, Towns, Boroughs, ex. with a Fee 


to them of Tivo Pence a Cloath, for ſearching and ſealing the ſame, and by ſeveral ſubſequent Statutes, the ſame Du- 
ty is continued in Searchers and Overſeers of_ Cloath, with Penalties on Magiſtrates and Juſtices of Peace, for 
neglecting to Choole ſuch Officers, and on the Officers refuſing to Execute : And the Exerciſe of the Office of 
Aulnazer, as to Meaſuring, ec. is taken away irgm him and entruſted with the Searchers, and Overſeers, and 
depends upon their Seals, yet the Aulnagers Fee is by the ſame Statutes, reſerved, and become part of His Ma- 
jeſty's-Revenue : And the Yulnagers Seal doth now only ſignify, that the Duties of Subfidyand-4ulnage- 21% 
paid, as a Coquet of the Cuſtoms doth the Payment of the Cuſtoms. LS. 4 

Thirdly, Refore the Time of Edward 3. lictle Cloath was made in io but the Wool of this King- 
dom exported, whereon the King had great Cuſtoms : But the Wiſdom of thole Times finding the many Ads 
vantages accruing to Our Neighbours in ManufaQturing-our Wool; Jt was Enacted, r: 


. Felony to Export Wool. - fn | 
None ſhall wear Cloath, but what is made in England, 7-7. Y 
None ſhall import into England, &c. any Foreign Cloath, BRAD, 
Forreign Cloath-Workers, -of what Nation ſoever , which will come into England , &c. ſhall be under 
the King's Proteftion, and ſafe Condu&F, and have ſufficient Franchiſes. 
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By which Means, this Kingdom ſo encreaſed in the Woollen Manufacture, that the King loſt his Cuſtom upon 
Wool, by not Exporting thereof: And 21 Edw. 3. ( not in print) the Parliament grant the King a Subſidy on all 
Cloathes, Scuffs, Ruggs, &c. Exported, forthe Reaſons mentioned in the Record, (viz, ) That moſt part of 
the Wool of this Kingdom, was wrought into Cloathes, whereby the KING bt bis Ancient Cuſtoms upon Wool : 
And a ColleCtor of the Subſidy, and a Seal is thereby appointed : And 27th. Edw. 3d. a Subſidy is again Granted 
on all Cloathes (wviz.) On a Cloath of Aflize, wherein there is no Grain ( Four Pence) ; and upon a Cloath of 
Scarlet, Six Pence, Cc. with a Forfeiture for not being ſealed with the Seal of the Collefor : And by the Statute 
of 17 Rich. 2. C. 2. and other ſubſequent Statutes it is extended to all new-invented Draperies, to pay che laid 
Subſidy pro Rata, under the ſame Penalty : And this Subſidy 'is diſtin&t from the Yulnagers Fee, and the Aul. 
nager and Collector of the Subſidy, appear by the Statute, to be ſeveral Officers, and to have their ſeveral Depus | 
ties ;-and THis Subſidy is the ancient Revenue of the Crown, and hath been-Continued and Colledted as ſuch,” 
without Intermiſfſion, theſe Three Hundred and. Thirty Years; but never as a Conſideration or Compenſation 
for Searching or Meaſuring Cloathes, but only in Recompence of the ancient Cuſtoms, payable to the Kings of 
England, upon Wool exported; And is but an Acknowledgement of what has been the great Cauſe and Support | 
of the Riches and Strength of this Kingdom ; for my Lord Cooke ſaith, That divide the Native Commodities of this 
Kingdom, which we Export, into Ten Parts, and What comes from the Sheeps Back, is in Value, Nine Parts thereof. 


It is Earneſtly wiſhed, That the Parliament would be pleaſed to . 4 into their Conſideration, the Aſlize of 
Cloathes, Stuffs, ec. as one great Means to re-gain our Trade ; for by the Magiſtrates not appointing Searchs 
ers and Overſeers, and by their failing in their Duty, when appointed, there are ſuch Deceits in Cloathes, as tends 
to the great Diſreputation of the lawfafure of this Kingdom, in Foreign Markers ; and Advantage to our 
Neighbours, in Sale of their Woollen Manufactures : whereas the keeping Our Wool at home, and the True and 


Regular making our Woollen Manufactures, might reſtore us ro our Trade, One ſpecial Inſtance of the Benefit 


of ſuch Regulation, may appear in the Trade of Colcheſter Bayes, 
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